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A MWD Member Agency
At the end of the pipeline

Water Authority

• Established in 1944

• Water wholesaler to 
county

• 3.3 million people

• $268 billion economy
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Limited Natural Water Resources
Sunshine in spades with minimal groundwater basins and limited precipitation

San Diego’s average 
annual rainfall: ~9.5’’

Downtown Los Angeles average 
annual rainfall: ~13.4”

Southern California 
Groundwater Basins
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1990s Drought Jump Started Strategic Investments in 
Supply Reliability $3 Billion in new infrastructure since 2000

QSA Water Transfer 
& Canal Linings

Water-Use Efficiency 
Investments

Twin Oaks Valley Water 
Treatment Plant

Potable Water Reuse 
& Purple PipePipeline Relining

Local Surface Water 
Storage

Carlsbad Seawater 
Desalination
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Next Generation of Resiliency:
Potable Reuse Projects
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Results of Supply & Resilience Investments
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Climate Whiplash
After multiple years of drought, 2023’s deluge soaked California and brought relief on the Colorado River 

Lake Oroville, October 2021 

Lake Oroville, July 2023

Hoover Dam, February 2022

Hoover Dam, July 2023
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Pioneering Partnerships
2023 paved the way for new, innovative approaches to better manage our resources
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Continuing to Evolve
Optimize existing resources and leverage flexible systems
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SDCWA.org

WaterNews
Network.com

SDCWA

SDCWA

SanDiegoCounty
WaterAuthority
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